News Article from Padre Island
	
Machine sells soft, clean ice
Just drive up, deposit money, and it's done
By fanny s. chirinos Caller-Times
April 4, 2006

The ritual of banging a bag of ice on the pavement to break up its contents might be over. 
A recently opened kiosk in Flour Bluff makes fresh, soft ice and keeps it at 34 degrees, instead of the typical 32 degrees of most freezers found at convenience and grocery stores. 
David Anderson, vice president of Padre Ice, opened his Twice the Ice kiosk on Wednesday, the first of its kind in the county, he said. Located on Waldron Road, near South Padre Island Drive, the kiosk operates 24 hours a day, seven days a week and offers a 16-pound bag or 20 pounds of bulk ice for $1.50. 

He said keeping the ice slightly above its freezing temperature keeps it softer, which prevents clumps from developing. 

Bags of ice at convenience and grocery stores cost about $3.25 per 20-pound bag, or about 15 cents per pound. The kiosk ice costs about 7.5 cents per pound. 

"We offer twice the ice for half the price," Anderson said. "It's great for fishermen getting up at 4 a.m. Ice is ready in about 10 seconds from the time you put in your money. Plus, the ice is de-chlorinated and free of impurities so it's safe to eat." 

The kiosk is made by Ice House America and is a 200-square-foot modular building that makes, stores, bags and vends the ice. Human hands never handle the ice and it is stored in food-grade stainless steel, according to the company. 

Anderson said he plans to open another in the next two months, but wouldn't say where. 

Don Furgason grabbed a tie from the tie holder Monday to secure a 20-pound bag as it came down the chute. 

The bag was the second Furgason had purchased since the kiosk opened last week. He said it wouldn't be his last. 

"I think the price is pretty fair and you don't have to break up the ice," said the 53-year-old Corpus Christi resident. "The tying is nothing when you think of what you're getting." 
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David Anderson, owner of a Twice the Ice kiosk on Waldron Road, pulls a bag of ice out of the drop slot Monday. The ice is free of chlorine and impurities, so it’s safe to eat, he said. ‘It’s great for fishermen getting up at 4 a.m.,’ he said. ‘Ice is ready in about 10 seconds.’ 
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The kiosk, which owner David Anderson said is just the first he plans to open, offers customers a choice between a 16-pound bag of ice or 20 pounds of bulk ice for $1.50. 


Ice House
Located at 1201 Waldron Road, the ice house offers a 16-pound bag or 20 pounds of bulk ice for $1.50.

  Can produce more than 500 16-pound bags of ice per day

  Human hands never touch the ice

  200-square-foot building made from 100 percent food-grade stainless steel

  Ice is bagged or delivered within 10 seconds of depositing money

  Available 24 hours a day, seven days a week
Source: Dave Anderson, Ice House America
